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 Message 3 – The Tempter 
 

 
We’ve all either heard or said the phrase, “I just couldn’t resist”.  Name a meal or dessert that you have a 
difficult time saying“no” to.  
 

 
As we grow in our Christian walk with God, we no longer have excuses justifying our temptations. We have 
the power to overcome Satan’s enticements because Jesus overpowered his lies (snares) with the Word.  
  

 
Today we will study the third message in our series, entitled One to One: Encounters With Jesus. Together, we 
will look at Jesus’ encounter with the Devil.  
 
Read Hebrews 4:15.  Jesus was tempted in every area that we are tempted today.   How does knowing that 
Jesus dealt with what you face each day encourage you? Of the temptations Jesus faced, which would have 
been most difficult for you to resist? 
 
Read Matthew 4:1-3a and Luke 4:1-12. Many today are quick to talk about all the evil in the world. Yet - 
those same people are sometimes quick to deny there’s a devil. That’s what Satan wants. The Word of God 
and Christianity show us there is an actual devil. If it’s true that there are demonic forces out there, then the 
evil in the world cannot be reduced simply to human choices. Satan’s main tool is deception. God’s Word is 
truth.  John 8:32 states that the truth will set us free! So let us dive into truth that we need to overcome! 
  
1. Who is attacking me? 
 

Read James 1:13.  
Satan is the tempter who comes to steal, kill and destroy. His method is not unintentional, disorganized or 
without purpose. Satan first attacked Jesus at His weakest area right after He had fasted for 40 days and 
nights. Remember, God does not tempt us, He tests us. God brings life to those who resist the trials of the 
devil. 

● What is the difference between temptations or trials versus a test from God? 
● Read James 1:1-4. Why does God test us in times of trials? 

 
 
2. What is being attacked? 
 

   Warm-up 

   Overview 

   Word and Application 
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● Our Identity. 
Read Matthew 4:3-9 and Matthew 3:17. 
Satan’s temptation method is a way to arouse our identity. He tries to make us believe we can 
become a better person by listening to his false promises. “Why do it your way, when my way is 
much easier?” The problem with losing our identity to temptation is we are not glorifying God and 
His Kingdom.  
 

● How did Satan try to use who Jesus is to tempt Him to sin?   
● Reflect on the past few months on a time that Satan tried to use your identity to confuse 

you.  What are some scriptures you can use to remind you of your true identity in Christ? 
 

● God’s Word. 
Read John 2:16.  
The enemy can distort God’s Word to read like Scripture. Satan quotes Scripture. The power lies in 
submission to the Word, not just reciting the Word.  The enemy has many ways to deceive us by: 

● Lust of the flesh. 
The lust of the flesh is that temptation to delve into sensualism and always pleasure yourself. 
This can show up in sexual sins, gossip, drug,  alcohol abuse, and other ways. 

●  Pride of life. 
Beware of what Satan tells you, “I can make you famous, great in everyone’s eyes, just bow 
down to me.” When we don’t acknowledge God’s hand in our successful, we become 
prideful, believing in our own power. 

● Lust of the eyes. 
Read Matthew 4:8-9 and I Corinthians 10:13. 
Longing for something we do not need, or looking for something that is not essential. These 
wants can lead us into the enemy’s trap and sooner or later we are caught up pornography, 
status, envy, and overemphasis on our appearance. 

  
3. How do we respond? 
 

 Just like Jesus did - we can fight the devil with Scripture. There is power in reciting the word of God. 
Studying the Word of God is the single most important thing you can do to strengthen your faith and help 
guide your future. When we humble ourselves with Scripture and acknowledge it is given to us by the 
Living God, we are led to salvation. From every book of the Bible, God reveals His mind and heart. When we 
read and believe His Word, our lives are transformed.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 
As you spend time alone with God, write down specific temptations in your life that you struggle to resist.  

1. Find a Scripture to memorize and speak directly to that temptation. 
2. Find a godly, trustworthy accountability partner to communicate your struggle and to help hold you 

accountable. Together, come up with a practical action step toward victory of your temptation.  
 

 
 

Lord, Thank You for putting the truth of Your Word into my heart. May the Holy Spirit guide me into all the 
truth, understanding, discernment, and comprehension so that I am preserved from the snares of the evil one. 
Amen.  Pray for the specific needs of the group.  

   Life Challenge 

   Prayer 


