
The Rapture
WEEK 3 DISCUSSION GUIDE

OVERVIEW
We are going to look at what the Apostle John teaches about the Tribulation in the next two
messages. Today, we are going to dive into Scripture as we study God’s divine rescue plan—the
Rapture.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
We, as Christians, are always to be marked by a spirit of faith, realizing we are called to make a
difference and influence in society. We are to plan for our future but live prepared for the return of
Christ at any moment. Remember the words of Jesus Himself in Mark 13:32: “But of that day and
hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” It may be a
decade away, or hundreds of years away—either way, we need to be ready. We are all living in our
own End Times.

■ How can we prepare for the return of Christ?

Timeline of Future Events
There are many respected views on
the sequence and events of the
end times. However, not all faithful
Christians, Bible scholars, teachers,
and pastors agree on how these
events unfold. From what Pastor
Steve has studied, this is what he
believes the Bible teaches about
the Rapture and Tribulation. Simply
stated, believers in Jesus Christ will
be taken out of the world seven
years before the Second Coming of
Christ to the earth. The Church will
therefore escape the terrible times
which the people on earth will experience known as the Great Tribulation.



The Rapture and the Second Coming of Christ are two separate events during the End Times
separated by the seven-year Tribulation. Thankfully, during the Tribulation we, the Church, are safely
in Heaven with Jesus. In Revelation 3:10, Jesus says: “Because you have kept My command to
persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test
those who dwell on the earth.”

This trial is unlike anything ever upon this earth. And, it’s coming! We see this truth echoed in 1
Thessalonians 5:9: For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ. The purpose of the Rapture is to snatch the Church from the world before the
judgments of the seven-year Tribulation. John’s vision of the Tribulation, found later in the book of
Revelation, never mentions the church being present on earth during that time. God’s promise here
is designed to comfort us.

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52: Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. In 1 Thessalonians 4,
and 1 Corinthians 15, we see the believers with resurrected bodies meet Jesus in the clouds. Note,
Jesus does not return all the way to the earth at the time of the Rapture – He meets His Church in
the sky… and returns to Heaven.

■ Refer to the Timeline of Future Events. What’s something new that you learned about things
to come?

What Happens to a Christian After Death?

After a Christian dies, their soul
immediately goes into the
heavenly presence of Jesus.
We learn this in Luke 23:43
when Jesus tells the criminal
that believed in Him while they
were on the cross, “Assuredly, I
say to you, today you will be
with Me in Paradise.” Then, at
the Rapture, the body and the
soul of the dead in Christ are
reunited, and the body is
transformed into a new,
glorified, everlasting body!

■ Is this truth about what happens after a Christian dies different from what you previously
believed? If so, explain.



A Vision of Heaven

In Revelation 4 and 5, John gets a vision of Heaven and peers into the heavenly throne room. Here,
he sees the splendor of heavenly worship and Jesus as the worthy, slain Lamb of God. We can
experience that same presence of Jesus in our lives today. Worship is taking our eyes, focus, and
attention off our problems and placing them on the All-Powerful God. It’s not just turning on music
and listening to a song but also seeing the greatness of God. No matter the circumstances we’re
facing, we can choose to respond with worship every day.

■ Do you currently have a habit of worship in your daily life?

■ How has this message inspired you to worship differently?

LIFE CHALLENGE
Remember the theme verse for the whole book of Revelation is found in Revelation 12:11: “And
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not
love their lives to the death.” When we worship Jesus, we declare our victory in His blood, and we
surrender to His love. We overcome in and through worship. Choose to live a life of worship and
confidence in Jesus.

PRAYER REQUESTS & CLOSE IN PRAYER


